
K-12 STEM Center: 
STEM Community outreach for 45 years

New Faculty Orientation – August 2022

(L:R) Prof. Slaughter, Dean Yortsos, Prof. Ragusa greet two K-12 teachers.
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Mission: The K-12 STEM Center is committed to providing equitable, 

culturally responsive opportunities for youth, families, and schools. 
Diversity, equity, and inclusion are core values that guide us in our work to 
actively address systemic inequities in STEM Education and provide 
programs that build personally relevant knowledge and skills, self efficacy, 
and leadership within a community of learning and practice.

Professor Jha presenting his petroleum research to 
students of John Adams Middle School

SHINE students in Professor Pahlevan’s lab



K-12 STEM Center Lead

Maja Matarić

Co-Directors

Darin Gray, Ed.D.

Katie Mills, Ph.D.

Staff

Mary Bonaparte-Saller, Ph.D.: Elementary 
STEM

Ben Louie: MESA Director

Jennifer Kolbauer: K-12 student programs

Monica Lopez: High School Research

Alexandra Gutierrez: MESA

Anne Areta: NSBE Jr, Virtual tutoring 

Victor Kim: CS@SC
Florencia Lee: CS@SC
Lauren Guzman: Finance/Administration 

LPL students  building rockets with 42nd St school students



Priorities, Programs & Partnerships

Real-world STEM Experiences
Applying STEM concepts

USC students as Ambassadors/Mentors
Meaningful engagement and interaction

Systemic Change  
STEM Ecosystem, District Partnerships



Real-world STEM Experiences
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Priorities, Projects & Partnerships

https://viterbik12.usc.edu/broader-impacts/

The K-12 STEM Center has helped the NSF Early Career Award winners 

of the past few years with their Broader Impacts



Programs, Projects & Partnerships

https://viterbik12.usc.edu/broader-impacts/

https://viterbik12.usc.edu/chem-ed/
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Broader Impacts Pathway

2022-23

Tap into 
STEM Center Event

Speak/Judge
Join SHINE or other 

programs

2023-2024

Identify possible 
partner school for 

lab tour or 
speak/judge

2024-2025

Develop relationship 
with the partner 

school

During the year you submit CAREER proposal:
Fall: brainstorm, STEM Center helps identify partner possibilities, meet 
Principal or Administrators
Spring: interaction with Partner (lab tour, meet faculty, etc.)
May: ask for a letter of collaboration from STEM Center & Partner 
Principal



Darin Gray, Ed.D     Katie Mills, Ph.D.

daring@usc.edu     kmills@usc.edu 

http://viterbiK12.usc.edu

@USCViterbiSTEM 

Facebook:
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